
 

Blueberry Education mtg. Oct. 26, 2016 

10:00 am Blueberry Reserve 

PRAYER INTRODUCTIONS UPDATES FROM SCHOOLS: ATTENDANCE, REPORT CARDS, 

MEAL PROGRAMS UPPER HALFWAY NORTH PEACE, 

Attendees:  Arthur Chipesia, Candace Bigfoot, Carleen Andrews, Melody Braun, Carmen 

Davies, Tasha Lusk, Pat Jansen, Patsy Greyeyes, Stacey Davis, Randa Rae 

Prayer & Land Acknowledgement -  

Blueberry  happenings: Patsy Greyeyes 

Vancouver youth trip - contacted  Students in Grade 10-12. Blueberry is taking Province to 

court,  originally they wanted to take 10 students (those that can take the time off school and not 

fall behind) Prespatou identified 2 students and ELC identified 3 students, and North Peace 

indicated none of their students were able to miss that much time due to .  They are leaving 

Saturday and gone for a week. Some members do not know about claims, treaties, it is not too 

late to send kids if North Peace would reconsider.  

ELC - Candace Courtroom learning is relevant for students at ELC as their learning is project 

based. They will be expected to submit a report on what they have learned on the trip.  North 

Peace - Carleen, possibly, the courtroom experience could be the project-based learning she 

will go to the school and revisit the possibility for some students. The students will have to take 

school work with them and keep caught up.  

ASSW Sage and Administrator Charleen Andrews spoke with several students from NPSS 

about the possibility if they were able to work the trip in their schedules.  One student agreed to 

attend but the others were not able to due to current school workload, sporting commitments, 

and or personal reasons.   

Nominal roll is completed - boarding students -  all straightened out 

Sports -  funding: through Jumpstart, funding through Leon Erickson,  KidSport, band,  

Blueberry School please invite Events: K- 7, (8 students & 3 adults)  Please invite Blueberry 

School  

NENAN- Tasha Lusk  

•Running a group in Blueberry every 2nd week, @ Prespatou every second Monday.   

 

 



•Tanya Braun Counselor once a week every Thursday 

•Beading once a wk, Monday 3:30 -5 (most girls are from NPSS) 

•NPSS once a week Wednesday 

•No co-facilitator for group work 

Aboriginal Education Center  - Pat Jansen 

•Orange Shirt Day Sept 30, @ Culture Ctr. honouring those who went to Residential School.  

Grades 5 & 7, in town. (10) 

•Redesigned Curriculum K-12 - Aboriginal content in every subject  

◦Pilot year for 10-12 and embedded from k-9 

•Transition Coach, Learning Journey, BAA Courses - 4 credits, dancing, learn from their elders - 

120 hrs. All three of girls got “A”s. We took Jodi Wolter to Vancouver with us she - Learning 

from her grandparents, We would like to see more students do this.  They can do the course 3 

times for = 12 credits.  

•BAA courses ( Learning from our Elders ) 

•2 Bursaries for $500 each Top Academic and Top Careers/Trades students-criteria 

•2nd Enhancement Agreement signed in June 21, 2016 

LEA - Local Education Agreement  - we want the right to exercise the right to educate our 

students.  Example - a NPSS student who is attending school but not attending, Social 

promotion, struggling with their attendance - maybe their children will attend school at 

Blueberry.  Some of the students that have graduated have to go back to school to upgrade.  

Kids are dropping out  

Some students who are not Aboriginal students are also, struggling. Gr. 10 is a huge transition. 

Tasha, “Alot of the youth, are struggling with what do you want to do with your life.” 

Carleen: It is complex, getting the boundaries, place-based learning, collaborating.  The 

dialogue is important collaboration. 

SCHOOL UPDATES 

(General Attendance, Academic, Cultural, Career, Attendance, Meal Program, Celebrations, 

Concerns, etc. please meet with student parents/guardians separately, not during the mtg. ) 

Upper Pine ELEM/JR SCHOOL: Carmen & Melody 

Fall Gathering-Sept 22nd All students in the school K-7 took part in different stations such as: 

bannock, lacrosse, storytelling, handgames, traditional plants, hunting & trapping and tipi 

teachings. The grade 8 students spent the day learning and assisting at all the stations as part 



of leadership. The Grade 2 class put followed up on the traditional plants teachings by going 

back into the forest and finding their own plants and then they created a whole bulletin board 

with their findings.  

Orange Shirt Day- We spent a couple days on the orange shirt project. I went into K-3 classes 

and I read a story to the class and then we had a small discussion on “Every Child Matters” I 

also went into all the other classes where I read a story about residential schools. All the 

classes in the school followed up with an art project that they each made orange hearts with 

their hand print inside of the heart with a picture drawn inside the hand print,  these are on 

display in the hallway at the school. 

Lunches- We keep food and snacks on hand in the Ab Ed room for students that have forgotten 

to bring their lunches. 

Bus-as we near into winter please ensure that students have appropriate winter gear when they 

are riding the busses.  

Attendance-No attendance issues at this time. 

Reminder - Upper Pine is a Scent Free School - we do have a few staff that are so sensitive to 

scents that sometimes they have to go home and sometimes they go to the hospital.  

New ASSW worker, Sharon Lewis working Wed-Frid. 

Strong scents can become an issue, please discourage your child to wear i.e. Axe. Some have 

medical issues at the school regarding sensitive smell issues.  

Carmen put in a proposal for sports equipment - lacross.  Diane is coming out to UP and do tipi 

teachings in a classroom.  Gr. 8 girls who already getting ready 9:35-9:45 and recess time 

working on their math & science.  

-posted ASSW 2 x but had not applicants,  we now have 2.  Closing date Oct. 28 

- Providing Ab Ed support from the Aboriginal Education Ctr. at this time.  

Tammy Baskin   

NPSS -   Moneca Conway & Sage Birley ( New ASSW ) 

Jodi - Aboriginal Careers  Carleen Andrews, Vice Principal  

Orange Shirt Day- Sept 30th Photo Booth, Bannock, Wear Orange,  

Camp Cameron- Join us at the School District’s outdoor environmental studies center located in 

a natural forested setting on the shore of Cameron Lake. As part of our Aboriginal program our 

school is providing a grade 10 Fall Camp.  The Center is located on the shore of Cameron Lake, 

24 kilometers south of Hudson’s Hope on highway 29.  



At Cameron Lake the students will be accommodated in two heated dormitories (boys and girls) 

which are provided with bunks.  A third building is provided which serves as the gathering place 

for the class as well as the cooking and eating area. 

This trip will give students the opportunity to meet some of the leaders in the school while 

making connections to their peers and support network provided at North Peace Secondary. By 

bringing students together in, cultural, personal and team building activities we hope to build a 

sense of community amongst the Gr 10 students in the Aboriginal Ed program. At the same time 

we are identifying older students within our community and asking them to step into leadership 

roles. The fall camp will set the stage for student success and peer-to-peer mentorship 

throughout the year!  

The 2016 WE FOR SHE-Vancouver, Championing the Next Generation conference is one of 

North America’s largest gatherings of women’s organizations, companies, experts, business 

leaders, advocates and young women. Our goal is to advance gender equality and grow the 

provincial economy, by giving students and young women a greater understanding of their 

career options and potential, expanding their confidence in what they can achieve, and giving 

them a chance to meet dynamic and successful role models.  

Expectations- Room use,Food consumption, RESPECT  

Attendance is an issue for some students, some are attendance contracts. It is a paper that 

needs to be signed by the office and by the teachers.  At lunch time they have sign-in - they 

have to do it for 30 days (often don’t like it, but it works) / Calls going out to parents from school.  

Meet the team visit ( In Community ) 

Boarding Homes- Making connections 

Open Gym-Teachers available in weight room after school Sage will be available twice a week.   

Lunch Cards- Billing at the end of the month / Given to students  first week of school $25.00 

Attendance is an issue. Attendance contracts work for some students, parents calling is good, 

opportunity to build relationship   

Tutorial program On Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays the Aboriginal Student Support 

Rooms at North Peace Senior Secondary will be offering an after school tutorial block for 

students. Tuesday and Thursdays students will have the opportunity to receive one on one 

support from a certified teacher in Math and Science. Moneca and Sage our two aboriginal 

support workers will also be available to support students with their classes. With a busy school 

and high classroom populations after school tutorials provide a valuable space where students 

can get one on one support with classes or work they may be struggling with. 

Dr. Kearney - Sylvia Zettergreen, Haley Irwin 



•Interim report cards have been sent home, this is just a snap-shot as to where the students are 

sitting academically. The students still have lots of time to hand in any missed work and receive 

the marks for it.  

•This year all of our BRFN students live in town, we have no borders this year. 

•Attendance is not an issue for any BRFN students at this time. We have a couple who are late 

to class a little more often than we would like. 

•We are still waiting for the lunch program funding for our BRFN students. The students are 

wondering when they are going to be able to receive lunches and I am having to tell them that 

we are awaiting “approval” from BRFN. When can we expect to receive the monies for this 

lunch program?  

•At this time we only have 4 of 9 students with permission from their parents to send their 

attendance records to BRFN. I am in the process of calling/leaving messages for the ones we 

have not received back as of yet.   

•Can we not have teleconferences for the BRFN meetings as it is sometimes difficult to get 

there when the road conditions are not good (winter driving)? This would save us time and 

money. 

•The AB TAG class has started the Bridging the Gap program (going to the seniors housing and 

giving the residents massages (the students receive the training for massages from a registered 

massage therapist). 

•On Wednesdays (early dismissals @ 2:11) from 2:11 to 3:15 we offer the students to come and 

use this time for homework/catch-up or anything else that they may require of our services.  

•Every month we have been meeting with Diane to help implement cultural awareness in every 

core subject for every class in every grade in this school. We are hoping to have everything 

ready to go before Christmas so that we can get Diane in our school and implementing the 

cultural component for second semester.  

•On the first Friday of every month we take students to Soup and Bannock at the Fort St John 

Friendship center.  

•Picture retakes are on November 4th. 

•We have a school Halloween Dance on Thursday this week. $2.00 without a costume or $1.00 

with a costume.  

•We have a musical performance on Friday of this week (making music with random objects).  

ELC - Candace Bigfoot 

•Mask’s are well underway started painting and essay outlines  

•Pat, Diane, Dale and I did a blanket activity with 3 Community Groups on Sept. 26 



•Pancake Breakfast for the students and their families staff cooked  

•Performance at NPSS it was a 3 person string band who incorporated beat boxing  

•Big Buddies with Central School  Kindergarten’s come to ELC to have snack, walking on the 

track, crafts ect.  

•Tutorials Tuesdays and Thursdays Mornings (different subjects) 

•Orange Shirt Day and Terry Fox run happened on friday Sept 30 

•Mask Prezi’s went very well. The Kids presented to each Comm group.  

 

 


