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  September 11, 2018 

TREATY LAND ENTITLEMENT CLAIM – UPDATE TO MEMBERSHIP 

Background and Claim 

Blueberry’s Treaty Land Entitlement (TLE) claim is based on the Crown’s failure to set aside 

adequate reserve lands for Blueberry’s ancestors as required by Treaty 8. Blueberry has been 

negotiating the TLE claim with Canada and the Province since 2004/2005. 

The settlement of the Claim will have two components: a monetary component and a lands 

component. Generally speaking, Canada is responsible for providing the money, which is 

intended to compensate Blueberry for the Crown’s failure to provide all of the entitled reserve 

lands in the early 1900s. The Province will be responsible for providing the lands. 

Recent Successes 

Blueberry has secured recent successes with both the lands and monetary components of the TLE 

claim: 

 Cash offer from Canada  - Over the course of the TLE negotiations, Blueberry, with

Ratcliff’s support, has conducted extensive legal analysis, genealogical study, and

valuation work (in relation to both lost subsurface and surface value) to support

Blueberry’s claim for a monetary settlement. On April 18, 2016 Canada made an offer to

Blueberry of approximately $253 Million, which is the largest amount ever offered in

Canadian history to a First Nation for a legal wrong – Blueberry has accepted this offer

and now a settlement agreement is being drafted.

 BC support for Blueberry’s TLE selections – Blueberry has also worked extensively with

members, Ratcliff and Blueberry lands consultants over the last 14 years to review, select

and protect land for future reserve. While the previous BC government consistently

delayed the lands component of Blueberry’s TLE settlement, Chief and Council’s recent

efforts to create political pressure have paid off and Premier Horgan’s government has

committed to moving ahead with provision of Blueberry’s TLE parcels as selected and

presented to BC by the Nation in 2014.
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Blueberry’s TLE settlement will be one of the most valuable First Nations legal settlements in 

Canadian history. 

Current Status 

 

Cash component 

 

We are currently working with Ratcliff and representatives of Canada to prepare the final 

Settlement Agreement for the cash component of the TLE Claim. Blueberry’s objective is to 

finalize the settlement agreement this fall, and proceed with putting the agreement to the 

community for voting and ratification as soon as possible in 2019. 

 

Blueberry is working towards developing a trust structure appropriate for the significant sum of 

money that will be coming to Blueberry as a result of this settlement. 

 

Lands component 

 

Blueberry reached a negotiation agreement with BC (MOU) on Blueberry’s land selections in  

September 2014. The lands proposal by Blueberry was the result of a comprehensive community 

consultation process that took place starting in 2005. The five selected parcels (shown below) are 

intended to meet Blueberry’s traditional use, cultural, social and economic needs moving 

forward. 

 

 

Given the amount of lands agreed to (22,240 acres), there is significant procedural and technical 

work that needs to take place before the lands can be transferred from BC for reserve creation. 

We have been working with Ratcliff and representatives of BC to undertake this significant 
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volume of technical work for many years now. The following work will take place over the 

course of the next year: 

 Technical land statusing – Blueberry and BC have identified and catalogued all existing 

tenure holders within the TLE parcels. There are approximately 150 existing legal 

interests in Blueberry’s TLE lands (43 legal interest holders). Representatives of 

Blueberry and BC continue to work together and with Canada to create a strategic plan 

for dealing with these tenures as the lands are transitioned to Blueberry. 

 

 Consultation of tenure-holders – The parties with existing interests in the TLE lands are 

owed varying levels of consultation by BC and Canada. Representatives of Blueberry, 

BC and Canada are working together to ensure that these consultation processes occur as 

efficiently and quickly as possible. Blueberry is undertaking certain elements of 

consultation in order to fast-track the processes. 

 

 Environmental and survey work – Transitioning of the TLE lands from Crown lands to 

Blueberry reserve lands will require that the lands be subjected to comprehensive 

environmental review and surveying. Blueberry will work with environmental and 

surveying professionals to undertake this work. 

 

 Community planning - Blueberry’s TLE settlement (lands and funds) will present a 

unique opportunity for community planning. Blueberry will have significant resources 

from the settlement, and will be seeking to determine and confirm community aspirations 

for the TLE selections (as well as other possible programs/initiatives that might be made 

possible by the settlement funds).  

 

Funding 

 

Again, Blueberry’s TLE settlement will be one of the largest and most complex settlements in 

Canadian history. The volume of work required (as described above) is significant and costly. 

Recognizing the scale of these costs, Blueberry has secured funding from both BC and Canada to 

assist with settlement of its TLE claim. 

 

In particular, Blueberry has submitted a loan funding application to Canada for work on this file 

in the 2018/19 year, and expects to receive funds to cover a substantial amount or all of the costs 

of the above-noted work. Further, BC has provided Blueberry with $100,000 to assist it in 

completing work on the lands component of the claim. 


