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COVID-19 UPDATE

HUMAN RESOURCES UPDATE

Operations at Blueberry River First Nations 
continues as status quo. Administration protocol 
is continuing to practice social distancing, i.e., 
wearing masks, practicing hygiene, maintaining 
routine cleaning, and respecting social boundaries. 

As of recent the number of COVID 19 cases in 
BC were approximately 5,500 and recent number 
show record increases daily.  BRFN continues 
to keep the office closed, but we will continue to 
provide programs and services to members. If a 
member requires immediate assistance, please 
call the general administration phone number.  All 
health and public works staff continue to operate 
and provide services on the reserve as usual.

As previously announced in our July newsletter, we have a new Finance Director who started on June 23. 
He comes to Blueberry with a CPA designation and over twelve-year experience with a First Nation in the 

Fraser Valley area.  Welcome to Blueberry, Chris Nguyen.
 

As you are aware Tammy Baskin resigned in July 2020 as our Health Director.  We are pleased to announce 
that we have hired a new Health Director, Doreen L’horindelle.  Doreen comes well educated and experi-

enced working with First Nation communities and begins working in the health department on reserve on 
September 8th. 



Help Protect Yourself and Others from COVID-19

Stay 6 feet from others

Wear a mask

Wash your hands often

cdc.gov/coronavirus



2020-2021 School Start-up forms are available on our website and at the Creever Store.  School Start-up 
is available to registered BRFN band members, students eligible to be a BRFN registered member, and 
on-reserve students.  Please follow submission directions to ensure payments will be processed.   

Keri sends her greetings: “Hello, My name is Keri 
Taylor. I am originally from Kamloops, BC where 
I attended Thompson Rivers University for my 
Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Education. I grew 
up on a small farm outside of Kamloops. For the past 
nine years I have lived and taught in Kitkatla just off 
the coast of Prince Rupert. 

I am excited to make the move to Blueberry River 
First Nations and support your Adult Education 
Program in the role of Adult Education Teacher. I 
look forward to working with adult learners who are 
looking to pursue their Adult Dogwood, look into 
exploring new careers and career ready training 
options. I invite you to come down and say hi, we will 
be holding open registration on September 8th & 
9th    from 10am to 2pm

My hopes and plans for the school year are to have 
as many interested people come in and sign up and 
take advantage of the wonderful partnerships we 
have with the Construction Foundation, All Roads 
Program and relations with local industry. I love to 
see people succeed and achieve their dreams, I look 
forward to supporting you in your future education 
and career paths. 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT:
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SCHOOL WOULD LIKE TO INTRODUCE 
KERI TAYLOR

Help Protect Yourself and Others from COVID-19

Stay 6 feet from others

Wear a mask

Wash your hands often

cdc.gov/coronavirus



An eight-kilometre section of the Halfway River will be closed to boaters from September 1 2020 to 
April 30 2021, as BC Hydro begins clearing for the Site C reservoir. During this time, six temporary 
crossings will be built across the river to transport logs and equipment during the winter.

The river will be re-opened and the crossings removed by May 2021. The public may notice increased 
truck traffic, noise and smoke during this time. Boaters will continue to be able to access the Peace 
River from the Halfway River boat launch. For more information, visit http://sitecproject.com/public-
advisory-halfway-river-closure 

An eight-kilometre section of the Halfway River will be closed to boaters from September 1 2020 to 
April 30 2021, as BC Hydro begins clearing for the Site C reservoir. During this time, six temporary 
crossings will be built across the river to transport logs and equipment during the winter.

The river will be re-opened and the crossings removed by May 2021. The public may notice increased 
truck traffic, noise and smoke during this time. Boaters will continue to be able to access the Peace 
River from the Halfway River boat launch. For more information, visit http://sitecproject.com/public-
advisory-halfway-river-closure 

BC HYDRO UPDATE
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LAND DEPARTMENT:



BC HYDRO UPDATE
Benjamin Roy was hired by BRFN prior to 
COVID and a day before moving to Fort St 
John, the BC/Yukon border closed, limiting 
his ability to start in March 2020.

Ben has been hired as our Oil and Gas Project 
Officer starting August 31st, 2020. He will also 
be involved in Environmental Assessment 
Office project reviews for big projects and 
will, like Neha, also support FLG in the 
delivery of project specific Traditional Land 
Use Studies.
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Benjamin’s background is with the federal government where he worked as a Project Officer for 
the Northern Projects Management Office which is a program of the Canadian Northern Economic 
Development Agency. My education is from Ontario where I took Environmental Technician and then 
Environmental Management and Assessment.

Please welcome Benjamin when you meet him, he is looking forward to meeting all of you in person.

WELCOME BENJAMIN ROY TO LANDS 
DEPARTMENT

FRONTIER PROJECT TRADITIONAL 
LAND USE STUDY:

Enbridge Inc. proposed Frontier Project in 2019 for a Natural Gas Liquids (NGL) extraction plant and 
NGL pipeline in Northeastern B.C. The Project will begin approximately 36 km west of Chetwynd at the 
proposed straddle plant and traverse northeast.

BRFN’s Oil and Gas Project Officer Neha Kapoor and staff from Firelight Group will be conducting 30 
interviews of Blueberry’s members. These interviews will start from August 31st, 2020. COVID protocols 
regarding sanitization and appropriate social distancing will be applied.
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Due to COVID we are conducting these studies a little 
differently. No community meetings will be held but interviews 
will be conducted in FSJ at a venue where we can ensure social 
distancing. Field work will also continue but with the provincial 

recommended standards to address COVID.

Additional TLUS Studies:

If you have practiced your treaty rights in the 
vicinity or within the proposed pipeline right of 
way, contact Jane or Neha to add your name 
to the interview list. A preliminary list has been 
compiled from existing traditional use studies 
conducted by BRFN.

More information on the project can be found 
here: 
https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/
p/5d49e9ef4cb2c7001b13ce23/

Dependant on company funding, but BRFN 
lands is hoping to conduct the following 
TLUS this fall: 

1. NorthRiver Midstream Inc proposed 
NEBC Connector Project, 220 km twinned 
pipelines that will start in Gordondale, Alberta 
running to Highways Liquid Hub. 90vkm is 
on crown land with the remaining 130 km on 
private land.

More info to come…
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LANDS DEPARTMENT:

Restoration update:

In collaboration with the Peace River Regional District and the Invasive Species Council of BC, Lands has 
begun planning an inventory for invasive plant species in and around the reserve. 

We will have member training and boots-on-the-ground work in 2021. To kick off our invasive plant 
awareness, we will be delivering PRRD’s “Destroy Daisies” kits to members on reserve in early September 
with an option for pick up in Fort St. John as well. 

September will also see the installation of BRFN’s hydrometric station for water monitoring, along with 
a CABIN sampling day. Last year’s CABIN results showed higher diversity of species in the North Aitken 
than in Fox Creek, Upset Creek, or upper Blueberry River. This provides a scientific measurement of 
disturbance in the watershed, and provides us with a way to focus our sampling efforts. 

For a copy of the report prepared for BRFN by STREAM at the University of Guelph, please email 
restoration@blueberryfn.ca. 

In collaboration with BRFN service providers, BRFN will be participating in the OGC and MEMPR 
nomination processes to speed up restoration of select Orphan and Dormant sites in BRFN territory. 

This is possible due to federal stimulus funding for oil and gas restoration that opened the door to clean 
up non-producing oil and gas sites with First Nations feedback. BRFN will continue to apply for funding 
to launch other restoration projects, including a large-scale community prioritization plan. 

Due to low feedback, we’re also extending the deadline for you to contribute to our second survey on a 
native plant seed nursery. Please complete by September 30: https://bit.ly/brfnsurvey. Prizes include gift 
cards of up to $200, so enter to



Follow these steps for your 
chance to win!

WIN!
$200 GIFT 

CARD & 
MORE!

1. Use this link bit.ly/brfsurvey

2. Include contact information and complete all questions

3. Submit survey

We want to hear 
from you.



A large thank-you goes out to Caroline and the 
summer students for watering and weeding 
the garden throughout the summer! 

With help from the summer students, lands 
delivered a small sampling of vegetables 
around to the community in August. Our 6-bed 
garden doesn’t go very far when split among all 
the houses, but we hope you enjoyed some of 
the fresh veggies!

Next year we are looking to expand the garden 
so there is more of a bounty to share with 
everyone.

COMMUNITY GARDEN
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Harvest is underway in the community garden. 
Potatoes, beans, parsley, and zucchini were 
recently donated to the Elders ‘Meals on Wheels’ 
program to provide some locally sourced food.



Electrofishing training was successfully conducted on August 06 and August 11, 2020 for 6 Blueberry 
members in collaboration with GOLDER Associates Ltd., Natural Resources Training Group (NRTG) 
and Norther Light College. Due to COVID-19 pandemic, the training on August 06 was conducted 
online (webinar) that took place in Northern Light College, and the field work on August 11 was 
carried out in Fish Creek at 271 Road. COVID protocol was followed on both days. Waders were also 
provided to members that didn’t have their personal one. 

“Electrofishing is a common scientific survey method used to sample fish populations to determine 
abundance, density, and species composition. When performed correctly, electrofishing results in 
no permanent harm to fish, which return to their natural state in as little as two minutes after being 
caught.”

The main objective of this training was to produce qualified members in the community for job 
opportunities in future. Currently, GOLDER is conducting electrofishing at Site C (BC Hydro) and also 
in the Coastal GasLink project.

S.N Name 

1 Carol Davis 

2 Ricky Appaw 

3 Bryan Pyle 

4 Georgina Yahey 

5 Kayden Pyle 

6 Austyn Adekat 

List of members that took the 
electrofishing training:

ELECTROFISHING TRAINING 
FOR BLUEBERRY MEMBERS

August 06, 2020 (PC: Ranish Shakya)
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ELECTROFISHING TRAINING 
FOR BLUEBERRY MEMBERS
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August 11, 2020 (PC: Carol Davis)

ELECTROFISHING TRAINING FOR BLUEBERRY MEMBERS



PINK MOUNTAIN CARIBOU
FUNDING
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BRFN recently received funding for the Pink Mountain caribou connectivity project. The goal 
of this project is to improve habitat protection, restoration, and connectivity for boreal and 
northern mountain caribou. This project will be similar to the Black Creek Caribou Habitat 
Restoration project (2015-2020) in approach and any crossovers will be used between projects.

Stages

i. document Indigenous knowledge surrounding caribou management

ii. map northern and boreal caribou habitat with human disturbance 

iii. develop conservation plan to outline areas for protection, restoration, and connectivity



PHOTOGRAPHY 
CONTEST

Rules:
1) Photos must be taken between August 1 - Sept 15, 2020. We will

be accepting submissions until Sept 15 and announce the winners

on Sept 22.

2) Photos should fit under one of 3 categories:

• wildlife
• cultural
• landscape/scenery

3) Photos should include a title, a short description, and contact

information if you would like to be included in the contest 
(phone number or email).

4) All ages welcome! Submit photos and necessary information to natural 
resources@blueberryfn.ca.

5) Photos will be judged from Sept 15 - Sept 22.

Reminder: we are still accepting community wildlife sightings during this 
time, so please submit any animal sightings and their locations to the above 
email to be entered in a monthly draw for a $25 Creever's PO. Photo in this 
notice is from a member for a June caribou sighting!

Grab your nearest camera and head outside to take some photos for this 
end-of-summer contest. Winning photos will be featured on BRFN website. 
Prizes include a painting by Cody Oker (value $175), a Creever's PO (value $100), and toaster (value $60).
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Mary Jean Wolf
Henry Apsassin
Susan Dumas
Kim Chipesia
Shawn Davis
Dustin Apsassin
Riley Apsassin
Larissa Chipesia
Waylon Davis
Tawmita Appaw
Lily Ann Apsassin
Ziyah Chipesia
Leah Chipesia
Jeremias Chipesia
Lydia Saddleback

August 
Birthdays


